
Orphan Basin 
Information Overview

Orphan Basin Facts:

The Orphan Basin is located approximately 325 km from the closest 
Newfoundland landmark - top of Bonavista Peninsula to western edge of 

2Parcel 10 (EL1078), with an area of ~ 20,000 km  (Figure 1.).

The Orphan Basin is estimated to have a six to eight billion barrels of oil 
production capacity. 

In 2003, The Canada-Newfoundland Offshore Petroleum Board, (C-NOPB) 
offered fourteen parcels of land for sale in its 2003 Call for Bids. Of the 
fourteen, eight received bids (Parcels: 3,4,5,6,7,10,11,and 12) from interest 
holders: ExxonMobil Canada Limited 25%, Imperial Oil Resources Ventures 
Limited 25% and Chevron Canada Resources 50%.  

Parcels 6 and 10 are ~ 95% inside the 200-mile limit
Parcels 4 and 5 are outside the 200-mile limit
Parcels 3 is ~ 60% outside the 200-mile limit
Parcels 7 and 11 are ~ 75% outside the 200-mile limit 
Parcel 12 is ~ 60% outside the 200-mile limit

Each of the eight parcels received Exploration Licences in January 2004 from 
the C-NOPB and their interest holders are committed to have expenditures 
equivalent to the parcel bid during the initial five-year period of a nine-year 
term (Total bids is $ 672,680,000).

Fish distribution, commercial fishery catches and by-catches (Northern 
Shrimp, Snow Crab, Halibut and Atlantic Cod and Wolfish) in the Orphan 
Basin region are illustrated in Figures 2-5. 
  

Figure 1: Orphan Basin and NAFO Unit Areas 



Figure 3: Distribution of Newfoundland-landed Northern Shrimp Commercial
Fishery Catches Within and Proximate to the , 1999-2003.Orphan Basin

Figure 2: Distribution of Newfoundland-landed Snow Crab Commercial Fishery
Catches Within and Proximate to the Orphan Basin, 1999-2003.  



Figure 4:
Orphan Basin

Distribution of Newfoundland-landed Greenland Halibut Commercial
Fishery Catches Within and Proximate to the , 1999-2003.

Figure 5: 
Orphan Basin

Distribution of Newfoundland-landed Atlantic Cod and Wolffish
Commercial Fishery Bycatches Proximate to the , 1999-2003.  



One Ocean would like to extend its appreciation to Chevron Canada Resources and ExxonMobil Exploration Company for the use of the maps in this document.

ONE OCEAN is a liaison organization established by and for the fishing and petroleum industries of Newfoundland and Labrador in 2002.  The 
organization has an independent Chairman, and Industry Board with equal representation from both sectors, and an independent Secretariat. 

The continued growth of the fishing and petroleum industries is critical to the economy of Newfoundland and Labrador. There is a need for a practical 
forum to discuss how these industries can co-exist in a sustainable manner. ONE OCEAN provides a neutral forum for these sectors to facilitate 
communication, information exchange and shared opportunities. 

Because the operational components of both sectors may overlap, it is important that each industry is cognizant of the working operations of the other, 
to work safely and efficiently together.  Our mandate is to assist the fishing and petroleum industries in understanding each other's operations and 
activities.  This process is based on the initiatives of each industry to endorse cooperation, transparency, and a proactive approach to the exploitation of 
marine resources.

ONE OCEAN will endeavor to identify and/or address industry-specific issues for each sector as well as issues common to both.  To-date, the 
organization has commissioned research studies, conducted literature reviews to maintain diligent responses to industry inquiries and is actively 
promulgating public awareness and education regarding the fishing and petroleum industries.  

The ONE OCEAN model is unique to the world.  It is a proactive entity that enhances the opportunity for information dissemination and progressive 
joint initiatives for two industries operating in one ocean.

The offices of ONE OCEAN are located at the Fisheries and Marine Institute of Memorial University (Marine Institute):

P.O. Box 4920 Web Site: 
St. John's, NL
Canada A1R 5R3 

Contact: 
Mr. Gordon Slade, Executive Director Maureen Murphy, Research Analyst
Tel: (709) 778-0519 Tel: (709) 778 -0511

 Email: 

www.oneocean.ca

gordon.slade@mi.mun.ca maureen.murphy@mi.mun.ca
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